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Ince Addrefles are in faſhion, give me leave to mgke 
one to you, This is neither the Effe& of Fear, 
Intereſt, or Reſentment ; therefore you may be 
ſure it is ſincere : and for that reaſon it may ex- 
pett to be kindly received. Whether it will have 

power enough to Convince, dependeth upon the Reaſans, 

of which you are to judge ; and upon your preparation of 

Mind, to be perſwaded by Truth, whenever it appeareth to 

you, It ought not to be the leſs welcom, for coming 

from a friendly hand, one whoſe kindneſs to you is not 
teffened by diflerence of Opinion, and who will not let 
his thoughts for the Publick be fo tyed or confined to this 
or that Sub-diviſion of Proteſtants, as to ſtifle the Charity, 
which, beſides all other Arguments, is at this time become 

neceflary to preſerveus. 
T am- neither ſurprized nor provoked, to ſee that in the 
condition you were put into by the Laws, and the ill cir» 
Az cumſtances 
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cumſtances you lay under, by having the Excluſion and 
Rebellion laid to your Charge, you were deſirous to make 
your ſelves leſs uncafie and obnoxious to Authority. Men 
who are ſore, run to the neareſt Remedy with too much 
haſt, to conſider all the conſequences: Grains of allow- 
ance are to be given, where Nature giveth ſuch ſtrong In- 
fluences. When to men under Sufterings it offereth Eaſe, 
the preſent Pain will hardly allow time ro examine the Re- 
medies; and the ſtrongeſt Reaſon can hardly gain a fair 
Audience from our Mind, whilſt fo poſleſſed, till the ſmart 
154 little allayed. 

I do not know whether the Warmth that naturally be- 
longeth to new Friendſhips, may not make it a harder 
Task for me to perſwade you. Itis like telling Lovers, in 
the beginning of their Joys, that they will in a little time 
have an end. Such an unwelcome Style doth not eafily 
find credit : but I will ſuppoſe you are not fo ——_—_ in 
your new Paſſion, but that you will ZZear ſtill ; there- 
fore I am under the leſs diſcouragement, when I offer to 
your conſideration two things. The firſt is, the cauſe you 
have roſuſpe&t your new Friends. The ſecond, the Duty 
mcumbent upon you, in Chriſtianity and Prudence, not to 
hazard the publick Safety, neither by defire of Eaſe, nor 
of Revenge. 

To the frſt - Conſider that notwithſtanding the ſmooth 
Language which is now put on to engage you, theſe new 
Friends did not make you their Choice, but their Retuge : 
They have ever made their firſt Courtſhips-tothe Church 
of England. and when they were rejected there, they made 
their Application to you in the ſecond place. The Iaſtan- 
ces of this, might be given in all times. I do not repeat 
them, becauſe whatſoever is unneceſlary, mult be tedious, 
the truth of this Aſſertion being ſo plain, as not-to admit a 
Diſpute. You cannot therefore reaſonably. flatter your 
ſelves, that there is any Inclinatioa to you. They never 
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pretended to allow you any Quarter, but to uſher in Li- 
berty for themſelves under that ſhelter. I refer you to 
Mr. Coleman's Letters, and to the Journals of Parliament, 
where you may te convinced, if you can be ſo miſtaken, 
as to doubt ; nay, at this very hour, they can hardly for»: 
bear, in the height of their Courtſhip, to let fall hard 
words of you. So little is Nature to be reſtrained ; it will 
ſtart out ſometimes, diſdaining to ſubmit to the Uſurpati- 
on of Art and Intereſt. 

This Alliance , between Liberty and Ifallibility , +is 
bringing together the Two moſt contrary things that are 
in the World, The Church of Rome doth not only diſlike 
the allowing Liberty, but by its Principles it cannot do it. 
Wine is not more expreſly forbidden to the Mahometans, 
then giving Hereticks Liberty is to Papiſts : They are 
no more able to make good their Vows to you, then Men 
married before, and their Wife alive, can confirm their 
Contra&t with another. The continuance of their kind- 
neſs, would be a habit of Sin, of which they are torepent, 
and their Abſolution is to be had upon noother terms, than 
their Promiſe to deſtroy you. You are therefore to be hug- 
ged now, onely that you may be the better ſqueezed at 
another time. There muſt be ſomething Extraordinary, 
when the Church of Rome ſetteth up Bills, and offereth 
Plaiſters, for tender Conſciences : By all that hath hither- 
to appeared, her $sKill in Chirurgery lyeth chiefly in a 
quick Hand, to cut off Limbs; but ſhe is the worſt at 
Healing, of any that ever pretended to it. 

To come fo quick from another extream, is ſuch an un- 
natural motion, that you ought to be upon your Guard ; 
the other day you were Sons of Belial, Now, you are Am- 
gels of light. This is a violent change, and it will te fit for 
you to pauſe upon it, before you believe it : If your fea- 
tures are not altered, neither is their opinion of you, what 
ever may be pretended, Do you believe leſs than you _ 
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that there is Idolatry in the Church of Rowe 2 fare you 
do not. See then, how they treat both in Words and Wri- 
ting, thoſe who entertain that opinion. Conclude from 
hence, how inconſiſtent their favour is with this ſingle Ar- 
ticle, except they give you a Diſpenſation for this too, 
andÞby a Non Obſtante, ſecure you that they will not think 
the worſe of you. 

Think a little how dangerous it is to build upon a Foun- 
dation of Parodoxes. Popery now is the on!y triend to Li- 
berty, and the known enemy to Perſecution : The men of 
Taunton and Tiverton, are above all other eminent for 
Loyalty. The 2uakers from being declared by the Pa- 
piſts not to be Chriſtians, are now made Frvourites, and 
taken into their particular ProteQion ; they are on a ſud- 
den grown the moſt Accompliſhed men of .i;« Kingdom, 
in good Breeding, and give Thanks with the beſt Grace, 
in double refined Language. Sothat I ſhould not wonder, 
though a man of that Perſwaſion, in ſpite of his Hart, 
ſhould be Maſter of the Ceremonies. Not to fay harſh- 
er words, theſe are ſuch very new things, that it is impoſſi- 
ble not to ſuſpend our Belief, till by a lictle more Experience 
we may be inform'd whether they are Realities or Appari- 
tions : We have been under ſhameful miſtakes, if theſe 
Opinions are true ; but for the preſent, we are apt to be in- 
credulous ; except we could be convinced, tht the Prieſts 
words in this Caſe too, are able to make ſuch a ſudden, 
and effetual change ; and that their Power is not limited 
to the Sacrament, but that it extendcth to alter the na- 
ture of all other things, as often as they are fo dif- 
poſed. | 

Let me now ſpeak of the Inſtruments of your Friend. 
ſhip, and then leave you to judge, whether they do not 
afford matter of Sufpition. No Sharpneſs, is to be min- 
gled where Healing onely is intended ; fo nothing will be 
laid to expoſe particular men, how (ſtrong fo ever the Tem- 

ptati- 
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ptation may be , or how clear the Proofs to make it out. 
A word or two in general, for your better caution, ſhall 
ſuffice : Suppoſe then, for Argument's fake, rhat the Me 
diators of this new Allance, ſhould be ſuch as have been 
formerly imployed in Treaties of the fame kinde, and 
there deteted to have Aﬀted by Order, and to have been 
Impowered to give Encoursgementsand Rewards. Would 
not this be , Fn - _ them? 

If they ſhou ainly be under gements to one 
fide, their Arguments to the other, p to be received 
accordingly ; their fair Pretences are to be looked upon as 
part of their Commiſſion, which may not improbably 
give them a Diſpenſation in the caſe of Truth, when it 
may bring a prejudice upon the Service of thoſe by whom 
they are imployed. | 

If there ſhould be men who having formerly had Means 
and Authority to perſwade by Secular Arguments, have in 
purſuance of that Power, ſprinkled Money amongſt the 
Diſfenting Miniſters ; and if thoſe very men ſhould now 
have the ſame Authority, praftice the Methods, and 
Disburſe, where they cannot otherwiſe perſwade : It feem- 
eth to me to be rather an Evidence than a Preſumption of 
the Decelt. 

If there ſhould be Miniſters amongſt you, who-by ha- 
ving fallen under Temptations of this kinde, are in ſome 
ſort engaged to continue their Frailty, by the awe they are 
in leaſt it ſhould be expoſed : The Perſwaſions of theſe 
unfortunate' men muſt ſure have the lefs force, and their 
Arguments, though never ſo ſpecious, are to be fuſpeted, 
when they come trom men who have Mortgaged them- 
ſelves to ſevere Creditors that expe a rigorous obſervati- - 
on of the Contra, let it be never ſo unwarrantable. 

If thei-, or any others, ſhould at this time Preach u 
Anger «nd Vengeance againſt the Church of Eaglend; 
may it not without Injuſtice be ſuſpe&ted, — ſo 
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lainly out: of ſeaſon, ſpringeth rather from Corrfption 
an Miſtake : and - Eoxgs who a@ this Cholerick part, 
do not believe themſelves, but onely purſue ingher Dire- 
tions, and endeavour to make good that part of their Con- 
tra& which obligeth them, upon a Forfeiture, to make 
uſe of their inflaming Eloquence 2 Tacy might apprehead 
their "Wages would be retrenched it they ſhould be Mode- 
rate: And therefore whilſt Violeace is their Intereſt, thoſe 
who have not the ſame Arguments, have no reaſon to fol- 
low ſuch a Partial Example. 

If there ſhould be men who by the load of their Crimes 
againſt the Government, have been bowed Jown to come 
ply with it againſt their Conſcience ; who by incurring 
the want of a Pardon, have drawn upon themſelves the 
ne eſlity of an intire Reſignation:Such men are to be lamen- 
ted,but not to be believed. Nay, they themſelves, when 
they have diſcharged their Unwelcome Task, will be in- 
wardly glad that their: forced Endeavours do not ſucceed, 
and are pleaſed when men reſiſt their Inſinuations; which 
are far from being Voluntary or Sincere, but are Squeezed 
out of them by the weight of their being {o Obnoxi- 
Ous. 

If in the height of this great dearneſs by comparing 
things, it ſhould happen, that at this inſtant, there 1s 
much a ſurer Friendſhip with thoſe who are ſo far from 
allowing Liberty, that they allow no Living to a Prote- 
ſtant under them. Let the Scene lie in what part of the _ 
World it will, the Argument will come home, and ſure 
it will afford ſufficient ground to ſuſpet. Apparent Con- 
. traditions muſt ftrike us ; neither Nature nor Reaſon can 
digeſt them : Self-Flattery, and the deſire to Decetve our 
ſelves, to gratifie a preſent Appetite, with all their Power, 
which is Great, cannot get the berter of ſuch broad Cons 
viction, as ſome things carry along with them. Will you 


call theſe vain and empty Suſpitions ? have you been at all 
| times 
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times! fo youd bf Feats-and Jealouſies 2s to juſtifie your be- 
iog (0 unrcaſforiably Valianc in: having none upon this oc- 
bes cy Such an extraordidary Courage at this unſeaſon- 
able time, to fay no more, is too dangerous & Vertue to be 
commended, | 


If then' for theſe and a thouſand other Reaſons, there is 
cauk to ſuſpeft, ſure your 'new Friends are not to Dictate 
to you, or Adviſe you; for inſtance, The Addreſſes that 
fly abroad every Week, and Murther us with avother to 
the ſame ; the firſt Draughts are made by thoſe who are 
not very proper to be Secretaries to the Proteſtant Religi- 
of it is your part onely to Writs them out fairer a- 
gain. Strange! that you who have been formerly ſo much 
againſt Set Forms, ſhould now be content the Priefts ſhould 
Iadite for you = _ of _— is an unavoidable 
COA O or zk ow un 
the Heart, and from thence ſhew ant Fn ther in 
Looks, Speech, Writing, or Adtion: No man was ever 
Thankful becauſe he was bid to be fo, but becauſe he had, 
or thought he had ſome Reaſon for it. If then there is 
cauſe in this Caſe to pay ſuch extravagant Acknowledg- 
ments, they will flow naturally, without taking ſuch pains 
to procure them; and it is unkindly done to Tire all the 
Poaſt - Horſes with ing Circular Letters to ſollicite 
that which would be done without any trouble or con- 
Nraint : If it is really in it ſelf fuch a Favour, what needeth 
ſo much preſſing men to be Thankful, and with fuch 
circumſtances, that where Perſwaſions cannot , 
Threatnings are imployed to fright them into a Compli- 
ance ? aks muſt be voluntary, not only unconftrain- 


68, hut ugſollicited, elſe they are either Triffles or Snares, 
they either ſignifie nothing, or a great deal more than is 
intended by thoſe that give them. If an inference ſhould 
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Le made, That whoſoever Thankethy the King for! his De- 
claration, w bychar inpaged vo Juſtifie .it:in poimr:of Law ; 
it is' 2 preater-Stride' than, | preſume, al choſe: tare to 
-make who are perſwadedto-Addrefs : Tf it ſhall be ſuppo- 
ſed, that all the Thankers will be Repealers of the 7'F.$-7, 
when ever a Parliament ſhall Meet. Such an ExpeQation 
is better-preveated; before, than difappoinced afterwards ; 
and.the-ſureft way to avoid ahe 1ying under ſuch a Scan- 
dal, is not to do-any thing that may give a colour to the 
Miſtake : Theſe Beſpoket Thanks are little leſs improper 
than Love Eerters that were: Sollicited! by the Lady to 
whom they are: to! be Direted2-1o,. that es the lie 
tle ground thert is to'give rhem ,” the manner:of petting 
them, doth extreamly leilen their Value. Tt might be 
withed that you would have ſuppreſſed your: impatience, 
-and-hnve'been content for the fake of Religion; to:enjoF'it 
within: your ſelves, without the Liberty of wpublick Exer- 
:cife; till aParkamebe had'alloued it'; but Tince-that could 
-not be, and thatthe Artifices of ſome amongſt you have 
, mace uſe of the Well-meant Zeal of the Generaliry to 
draw. them into this:Mittakez- Fam: ſofar trom blaming 
-you with "that ſharpne& which,” perhaps, the- Marter in 
ftritneſs would bear,” that T aniiready to orr on the tide 
of the more gomle conftruttion. | | 


\ 
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-. Thero'&-2 gitat difference" between enjoying 
the advitſtsges of '#n Adtmregulatly-dont by others, an 
The about'to ſupport * againſt'flie Laws 'in being': 
.the : is ſo Sacred, that no Treſpaſs againſt it is to be 
-Defended ; yet Frailties may in ſome meaſure þe Excuſed, 
avhen theycannot be-Tuſtified.. The- deſire fenjoyi 

a Liberty from which" ra Have been fo long reſtrained, 
may be a'TEmptation'tha their Reaſ6n is aot at all rifles 
able torefift, If in fuch-a cafe, ſome ObjeRions are leapt 
2 over, . 
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over ; indifſerent- mert will be--thpre iciclined to lament 
the 'Occafion, than 'to fall to&* ; hot the 'Faulrt, 
whilft it is covered with the Apo a good Inter 
tion} but where to reſcue your Rlves from the Severity 
of one hawk ;Þ on SED a Blow ro'AM/W& Laws, by which 
your Reh Yare to ed; and in- 
ſtead of fi hy receiVitng the ,benefir off this Indulgence, 
you ſet up for Advocites to ſupp#tir, Ju become vo- 
luntary Aggreflors, and look like Counſel retained by the 
_ againſt your 'old Friend Maga Charta, who 
bath done nothing to deferve her i thus under your 
Diſpleaſure. © 


If the caſe thien ſhould be, that the Price expeCted fm 
ou for this Liberty,'is giving up your Right in the Laws, 
ure-you will think twice, before you. go aoy further 
in ſuch a toſing Birgain. © After giving 5 Tod for Ro 


breach of one Fear you loſe the Righ 
_ __ f afl the teſt; you Wy not Vi 


to defend your ſelves, when you are 

ant kaying given up the Queſtion, when it was for = 

ge, you 'cannqt recal it, when it ſhall be to your 

'27-cynonk It you will ſet up at one time a Power to 

Ip you, which at angther time by parity of. Reaſon 

Med be made uſe. of to deſtroy you, you will neither be 

; Nor relieved againſt a Miſehief you draw upon 

Four wy ves' | by being fo unreafonably thankful, . It. is 

kink” AcdSlif &s'to help, who are ſtrong enough 

to : calling you: In ſuch a caſe your Complaints will come 

£00 late to be beard, ang. your G4 will raiſe Mirth 
inſtead of Compaſſion. 
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their ends, . will, extend chem further ; and, an theſe dif. 
fering Interpreentaons that which is,back'd by Authoruy 
will be the moſt likely to: prevail ; eſpecially when by 
the advantage you have given them, they have in truth 


the better of the Arguatent, and that the Inferences from 
Your own ons are very ſtrong,. and expreſs a- 
gainſt you. - This 3$ ſo far from being a. groundleſs Sup- 


poſition, that there was a late inſtance of it, the laſt Sef. 
Kon of Parliament, in the Houſe of Lords, where the 
firſt Thanks, though things of courſe, were interpreted 
to be the Approbation of the King's whole Speech, and a 
Reſtraint from the further Examination of any part of 
it, though never ſo munch diſliked ; and it was with dif- 
ficulty obtained, not to be excluded from the liberty of 
objeQing to this mighty Prerogative of Diſpenſing, meer- 
ly by this innocent and uſual piece of good Manners, by 
which no ſuch thing could poſſibly be 1ntended. 


This ſheweth, that ſome bounds are to be put to your 
. good Breeding, and that the Conſtitution of Exglaxd is 
too valuable a thing to be ventured upon a ; 
Now that you have, for, ſome time enjoyed the benefit 
of the End, It is time for you to look into the "Danger 
of the Means : The fame Reaſon that made you deſirous 
to get Liberty, muſt make you ſollieitous to preſerve it ; 
ſo that the next thought will naturally.be, not.to engage 
your ſelf beyond Retreat, and to 'agree ſo far with the 
rinciples_of all Religions, as not'tq rely upon a Death- 
bed Repentance. ,. t ; 


There ave e6rtaid Periods of Time, which being once 
paſt, make all Cautions inefteQual, and all Remedies 
deſperate. Our Underſtandings .are apt to. -be hurged 


on Þy the” firſt Heass ; "Which, if oot reſtrained in ries, 
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do 'not give us leave; to look” back, till it is too late, 
Conſider this inthe caſe 'of your. Anger aguinft - the 
Church of England, and take waroing by their Mil- 
ſtake in the fame kind, when after the late King's Re- 
ſtorazion , they preſerved fo Jong the bitter taſte of 
your rough uſage to them in,other times, that it made 
them forget their Intereſt , and ſacrifice it to their Re» 
venge. | 


Either you will blame this Proceeding in them, and 
for that reaſon not follow it, or if you allow it, you 
have no reaſon to be offended with them ; 1o that you 
muſt either diſmiſs your Anger, or loſe your Excuſe ; 
except you ſhould argue more partially than will be 
ſuppoled of men of your Morality and Underſtand- 
10g. {OY 


If you had now tede with thoſe Rigid Prelates, who 
made it a, matter of Conſcience to give you the leaſt In- 
dulgence, but kept you at an uncharitable diſtance, and 
even to your more reaſonable Scruples continued ſtiff 
and inexorable , the Argument might be; fairer on your 
ſide ; but fince the Common Danger hath ſo laid open 
that Miſtake, that all the former Haughtineſs towards 
you b for ever extinguiſhed , and that it hath turned 
the Spirit of Perſecution, into a Spirit of Peace, Chas 
rity, and Condeſcention ; ſhall this happy Change on- 
ly affeX the Church of Eng/anud? and are you ſo 1n love 
with Separation, as not to be moved by this Example ? 
It ought to be followed, were there ao other reaſon t 
that it is a Vertue; but when beſides that, it is become 
neceſſary to your preſervation, it is unpoſflible to fail the 
having its Efie&t upon you. | 
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"If it: ſhould be- ſaid, that the Church of Exgland is 
- never Huftible, but when' ſhe is out of Power, and there. 
fore lofeth the Right of being Believed when the © pre« 
tendetly' ro it ; the Anfwer is, fir, it would be an un- 
charitable Objection, .and very much miſtimed ; an-un- 
feaſonable Triuriph, not only ungenerous, but unſafe : 
So that in theſe reſpects it cannot 'be urged, withour 
Scandal , even though it could be faid with Truth. Se- 
condly, This is not ſo in Fat, and the Argument muſt fall, 
being built upon a falſe Foundation ; for whatever may 
be told you, at thisveryHour, and in the heat and glare of 
yoiir'preſent Sun-Hine, the Church of England can in a 
Moinent bring Clouds again ; and turn-the Royal Thun- 
der upon your Heads, blow you off the Stage with a 
Breath, if ſhe would give but aSmile or a kind Word; the 
leaſt Glimpſe of her Complyance, would throw you back 
into the ſtate of Suffering, and draw upon; you allthe Ar- 
rears of Severity, which have ary during the time of 
this kindneſs to you, and yet the Charch of England, with 
all her Faults, will not allow her (elf to be reſcued by ſuch 
unjuſtifiable means, but chuſeth to bear the weight of 
—_ rather than lye' under the-burthen of being Crimi- 


"Tt cannot be faid, that ſhe is Unprovoked ;- Books and 
Eetters come out every day, to call for Anſwers, yet the 
Will not be ſtirred. From the ſuppoſed Aytivts, and the 
Sttle'one would fwear they were Undertaker; and ' had 
Trades Contra to fill out with the Chureth of | Englart. 
*Fhere-are Lathes m every- Addreſs, Challenges to- draw 
the Pen*in every Pamphlet ;/'in ſhort, the faireſt gccad!- 
otis ir the World given to quartel'; bur the willy: diftin- 
guiſheth between the Body of Difſertters, -whony the will 
luppoſe to AQ, as they do, with.no ill intent ; and ns 
| ma 
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ſmall Skirmifhers pickt and ſent out toPicqueer, and to be-- 
gin a Fray amongſt the Proteſtants,/for the entertainment, 
as well as the advantage, of the Churth-of Rome. 


This Condu® is ſo good, that it will be Scaggalous not 
to Applaud it, It is not equal dealing, to-blame but Ad- 
verſaries for doing ill, and not commend them when they 
do well. 


To hate them becauſe they Perſecmted, and not to be re- 
conciled to them 'when they are ready to Suffer, rather 
than-receive'all the Advantages, that- can be gained by-a 
Criminal complyance, is a Principle no fort of Chriſtians 
can own, ſince it would give an Objection to then never 
to be Anſwered, 


Think a little, who they were that promoted your 
former -Perſecutions, ard thpn. conſider how. it will look 
to be angry with the Inftruments, and at the far 
time-to make a League wah the Authours of. your 
Sufferings. | | e.. 


Have you enough conſidered what willbeexpeRed front 
you ? Are you ready to ſtand mn every Borough by Ver- 
rue of a Conge dd eflire, and inſtead 'of EleQion, be Ciiafied 
x youare Returned ? "27 1 03 ef3 


Will you in ' Parljament, juſtifie the Diſpehſing! Power; 
with all its conſequences, and Repeal the 7eF, by whicty- 
you will make =—_ the Repeal of all the Laws, that 
were made to pre your Religion;and to Enadt others 
that ſhall-Deſfroy it ? * 01 _ 
Are you diſpoſed to change the Liberty of Debate, in-- 

to» 
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to the Merit of Obedience, and-to be made Inſtruments to 
Repeal. or Enatt Laws, when the Roman Confitory, are 
Lords of the Articles. | 


Are p, fo linked with your new Friends, as to reje& 
any In once a Parliament ſhall offer you, if it ſhall not 


be ſo Comprehenſive as to include the Papiſts in it 2 


Conſider that the implyed Conditions of your new 
Treaty are no leſs, then that you are to ds every thing 
you are deſired, without examining, and that for this pre- 
tended Liberty of Conſcience, your real Freedomis to be 
Sacrificed : Your former Faults hang like Chains till 
about you, you are let looſe only upon Bayl; the 
firſt At of Non-compliance, ſendeth you to Jayl a- 
gain. 


You may fee that the Papiſts themſelves, do not rely 
upon the Legality of this Power, which you are to Juſti- 
fre, fince the being ſo very earneſt to get it Eſtabliſhed by 
a Law, and the doing ſuch very hard things in order, as 
they think to obtain it, is a clear Evidence, that they do 
not think , that the ſingle Power of the Crown is in this 
Cafe a good Foundation ; eſpecially when this is done un- 
der a Prince, 6 very tender of all the Rights of Soveraign- 
ty, that he would think it a diminution to his Prerogative, 
where he conceiveth it ſtrong enough to goe alone, to 
call in the Legiflative help to ſtrengthen and ſupporr 


it. 


You have formerly blamed the Church of Exgland, and 
mt without reaſon, for going ſo far as they did in their 
Compliance ; and yet as ſoon as they ſtopped, you ſee 


they are not onely Deſerted, but Profecuted : Frets 
then 
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then . from this Example, that you muſt either break off 
\ . your Friendſhip, or reſolve to have no Bounds in it, If 
they do not ſucceed in their Deſign, they will leave you 
firſt; if they do, you muſt either leave them, when it 
will be too late for your Safety, or elle after the (@eazi- 
neſs of ſtarting at a Surplice, you muſt be forced to-.ſwal- 
low Tranſubſtantiation. 


Remember that the other day thoſe of the Church of. . 
England were Trimmers for enduring you, and now by a 
ſudden Turn, you are become the Favourites ; do not de- 
ceive your ſelves, it is not the Nature of laſting Plants 
thus to ſhoot up in a Night; you may look gay: and 
green for a little time, but you want a Root to give you 
a continuance. It is not ſo long fince, as to be forgotten, 
that the Maxime was, /t us impoſſible for a Diſſenter, not to 
tea REBEL. Conſider at this time in France, even 
the new Converts are {6 far from being Imployed, that 
they are-Difarmed ; their ſudden Change maketh them 
ſtill to be diſtruſted, notwithſtanding that they are Recon- 
ciled : What are you to expe&t then from your dear 
Friends, to whom, when ever they ſhall think fit to throw 
you off again, you have in other times given ſuch Argyu- 
ments for their excule ? 


Beſides all this, you A& very unskilfully againſt your 
viſible Intereſt, if you throw away the advantages, of 
which you can hardly fail in the next probable Revoluti-. 
on. Things tend naturally to what you would have, if 
you would let them alone, and not by an unſeaſonable 
Adtivity loſe the Influences of your good Star, which pro- 
miſeth you every thing that is proſperqus, p 


_ } 'F 
C | The. 
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* The Church of England convinced of its Errour in be- 
ing Severe to you; the Parliament, when ever it meeteth, 
{ure tobe Gentle to you; the next Heir bred in the Coun- 
try which you have ſo often Quoted for a Pattern of In- 
dulgeſide ; a general Agreement of all thinking Men, that 
we muſt no more cut our {lves off from the Proteſtants 
abroad, but rather inlarge the Foundations upon which 
we are to build our Defences againſt the Common Ene- 
my ; ſo that in Truth, all things ſeem to conſpire to give 
you caſe and fatisfaftion, if by too much haſt to antici- 
pate your good Fortune, you do not deftroy tt. 


The Proteſtants have but one Article of Hymane 
Strength, to oppoſe the Power which is now againſt them, 
and that is, not to loſe the advantage of their numbers, 
by- being ſo unwary as to let themſelves be divided. 


We all agree in our Duty to ourPrince, our Objeftions 
to his Belief, do-not hinder us from ſeeing; his 'Vertues ; 
and our not complying with his Religion, hath no effe& 
upon our Allegiance ; we are not to be Laughed out of 
our Paſſive ' Obedience, and -the '-Doftrine of NontRe- 
ſiſtance , though even thoſe who perhaps owe-the 'beſt 
part of their Security to that Principle, are apt-to make a 
TJeaſt of it. 


So that if we give no advantage by - the: fatal Miſtake 
of miſapplying our Anger, by the natural courſe of things, 
this Danger will-paſs away like a ſhower of Hail ; fair 
weather will ſucceed, as lowering as the: Sky now look- 
eth, and -all by this plain and eaſie'Receipt. 'Let ys be 
ſtill, quiet, and undivided, : firm at the'fame time to our 
Religion, our Loyalty, and_our Laws, and fo long as 
we- continue this method, it 4s next to impoſlible, _ 

the 
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the odds of two hundred to one ſhould loſe the Bett ; ex- 
cept the Church ot Rome, which hath been fo long bar- 
ren of Miracles, ſhould now in her declining Age, be 
brought to Bed of One that would out-do theibii e can 


brag of in her Legend. 


To conclude, the ſhort Queſtion will be. Whether you 
will joyn with thoſe who muſt in the end run the fame 
Fate with you. If Proteſtants of all ſorts, in their Beha- 
viour to one another, have been to blame, they are upon 
the more equal terms, and for that very reaſon it is fitter 
for them now to be reconciled. Our Difunion is not only 
a Reproach, but a Danger to us; thoſe who believe in 
modern Miracles, have more Right, or at leaſt more Ex- 
cuſe, to negle& all Secular Cautions; but for us, it is as 
juſtifiable to have no Religion, as wilfully to throw away 
the Humane Means pf preſerving it. Iam, 


Dear SIR, 


Your moSt AﬀeSionate 
Humble Servant, 


T. W. 


